
Tutorial 12: 02nd November 2011   

Environmental Policy and Communications: Citizen Activism 

Learning outcomes:  

• Understand the argument that public participation is important for an effective democratic 

system 

• Understand the importance of information to empower the public 

• Understand the operation of freedom of information legislation in Australia and the United 

States and be able to explain the role of New Zealand Environmental ombudsman 

• Understand how new technology has changed the dynamics of public debates about 

environmental policy. 

 
Mandatory readings: 

• Allan, S, 2006, Online News, Open University Press, see Chapter 7 ‘Participatory 

journalism’, IndyMedia, OhmyNews and Wikinews, pp 121-142.  

• Isham, J. & Waage, S., 2007, Ignition: what you can do to fight global warming and spark 

a movement, Island Press.  

 

Tutorial question:  
 

1. Outline how you would use Australia’s freedom of information (FOI) legislation to gain 

information relevant to an environmental issue. 

 

Or 

 

2. Choose an environmental policy issue of your interest and discuss how you might join the public 

debate about it (Do not discuss what you would say, focus instead on the methods of 

communications that you could use).  

 

Tutorial written assignment: Answer the tutorial question in a 300 word essay by Monday 31
st
 

October 5pm and post it in the EMDV 8007 box next to Student Services.  

 

Tutorial – Starts at 9am 

 

Activity: Role play: ‘Meeting the activists’  

 

Before the tutorial 

• Each student is prepared with the key points based on their assignment (topic 1 

or 2). Depending on the topic you chose, during the tutorial discuss either:  

o How you would use Australia’s FOI legislation to gain information 

relevant to an environmental issue?  

or 

o How you have joined the public debate about an environmental policy 

issue? Focus on the methods of communication used.  

• Check in the table if you are going to be the moderator, panel member or 

audience who will be asking questions to the panel of activists.  

 



During the tutorial 

 

Activity 1: Q&A (Questions and Answer) session  

 

1. The moderator introduces the discussion and each of the panel members to the 

audience.  

The panel is formed by citizens explaining their own ‘activism’ actions/activities.   

2. The audience asks questions to the panel – 25 mins 

3. The tutor will support if there are any issues to move the discussion along and will 

help keep track of time.   

 

Activity 2: Plenary discussion: A member of the audience (*) will summarize the 

discussion and report back in plenary– 5 mins. Plenary discussion. (20 mins) 

 

Roles for Q&A  

 
Group 1  
 (Daniel) 

Group 2 
 (Norman) 

Group 3 
(Sandra) 

Where?  
Lennox room 

 

Lennox room 

 

Lennox room 

 

Interviewer • Gil  • Tahmina  • Thu Hoang 

Panel of activists 

• Shiming 
Shen Di-
Ann  

• Irma  

• Phuong 
(little) 

• Phuong 

• Tungaa 

• Ngoc  

• Magnai 

• Haruka O. 

Public 

• Bounta  

• Tu* 

• My  

• Sangita  

• Ari  

• Sonam  

• Haruka Y.  

• Lan  

• Leah  

• Hai 

• Wiki  

• Gowin  

• Simon 

• Nita* 

• Dhitri  

• Stefan 

• Sophal  

• Liz*  

• Jonathan 

• Sothyro 

• Cat 

* = member of the audience who will report back in plenary.  

This is your last tutorial of the Semester 2, 2011 for EMDV 8007, success in your final 

exam!   

REMINDER:  

Thank you for answering the official ‘SELT’ (Student Experience of Learning and 

Teaching) evaluations. You can find the link to SELT evaluations in your email.  

All answers are confidential and will be looked at as a group, not individually.  

Your feedback will be used to improve or make necessary adjustments to the content 

and delivery of this course next semester.  

Thank you for your feedback! 

 


