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Sandra worked with great success as a tutor for the Environmental Policy and 

Communications course (EMDV8007) in 2010 and 2011. In both years I was the course 

coordinator. In 2010 for each tutorial session we divided the class into two groups with 

each of us taking a group. The two groups would then be brought together for a whole of 

class discussion.  In 2011 I shared the lecturing with Norman Abjorensen and for tutorials 

we divided the class into three subgroups – with each of us taking a group - before once 

again bringing them together for whole of class discussion. In both years I marked the 

assignments (sharing with Norman in 2011) and so was able to assess overall student 

progress. Consequently I am in an excellent position to comment on Sandra’s 

contribution to student learning.  

 

In 2011 Sandra took responsibility for planning and running the tutorials, a task to which 

she devoted considerable effort and imagination. Through the semester she planned a 

wide variety of learning activities including role plays, debates, mind mapping exercises, 

poster presentations and small group discussions (within the tutorial sub-group). The 

result was a highly motivated, enthusiastic group of students which has been notable for 

its energy and involvement in tutorials and lectures, a result for which Sandra should take 

much of the credit.  

 

One of the aims of the course is to create a supportive environment in which students will 

feel able to discuss the often complex cultural and political factors that influence policy 

development and communications activities in their home countries. Sandra has played a 

major role in making that aim a reality and it has been obvious that students have found 

her a most sympathetic person to work with. From my observation of her performance I 

am confident that Sandra will prove a great teaching asset wherever she works in future 

years.   

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Daniel Connell PhD (ANU) 

Crawford School of Economics and Government 

Australian National University 


