
Introduction to Economics, IAP, summer 2011 student  

As I am collecting evidence to support my nomination, may I ask you to provide feedback on my 

tutoring/teaching skills?  

I wish you vouch and give feedback in respect of Sandra Velarde as my tutor during my IAP session 

mid – January to March 2011.   

 1. Approaches to teaching that influence, motivate and inspire students to learn 

Best quality of any person whose is responsibility is to train and impart knowledge is to have the 

ability to influence, motivate and inspire his/her students and/or trainees. This is much to do with the 

instructor’s ability to develop teaching methodology to capture the interest and mind of students to 

participate effective in train and teaching sessions. It is theorized by others that methods used to teach 

children are often not the most effective means of teaching adults. In the modern practice of adult 

education, Knowles defined andragogy as an emerging technology for adult learning. His four 

andragogical assumptions are that adults: 

1) move from dependency to self-directedness;  

2) draw upon their reservoir of experience for learning;  

3) are ready to learn when they assume new roles; and  

4) want to solve problems and apply new knowledge immediately. 

Evaluating Sandra Velarde base on my experience as a graduate assistant for five years and through 

the lenses of the above andragogical assumptions Sandra Velarde can only be described as a gifted 

tutor and a promising lecturer. The Australian National University will be more than lucky if she 

given is maximum opportunity to develop and be able to retain her.  

2. Command of the subject matter 

Based on my experience with my economic lecturers during my undergraduate program in agriculture 

with economics as my minor Sandra has excellent command of economics subject matter. She has the 

ability to decompose economic theories and concepts for anybody with limited in economics to 

understand.  

3. Approaches to students’ feedback that foster independent learning 

Sandra’s approach to teaching is primarily based on her capacity to analyze students’ feedback and 

response to foster independent learning to facilitate effective participation of students in group 

sessions. 

4. Respect and support for the development of students as individuals 

Sandra gives maximum attention to students during teaching sessions and responses to any comments 

sensible or not. Up to today Sandra enjoys respect of her IAP students due to the respect and support 

she accorded them during the short interactive IAP session.  

 


