
2011 Introduction to Economics (IAP) and Environmental Policy and Communications 

student 

Feedback for Sandra Velarde 

Student 1 

Sandra is my tutor for two course during semester 1 (Environmental Economics) and semester 2 

(Policy and Environmental Communication).  

Regarding the course on Environmental Economics, she provided very useful and basic 

knowledge for us during the IAP. Although it was a difficult subject as we were not familiar 

before, Sandra is very enthusiastic to explain and help us to understand the lesson. She usually 

gave five or ten minutes after each lesson for students to comment and feedback. All comments 

from students were received and Sandra tried her best to make change immediately in the next 

lesson. Thanks for knowledge in Environmental Economics that we learnt in the IAP from 

Sandra, we could catch with the course in semester 1. 

Fortunately, I have another opportunity to study with Sandra in this semester (the second 

semester) in the course Policy and Environmental Communication. In this course, Sandra 

organizes very useful tutorial sections with various approaches to the lessons. Each tutorial 

section has different ways of discussing such as group discussion or through play-acting which 

stimulate the creative of students. In addition, Sandra also enriches the lessons by providing the 

real examples from her experience or elsewhere relating the discussed problems. Such efforts 

from Sandra make the tutorials more helpful for students to understand deeply the lessons. 

Student 2 

During the Crawford School’s IAP program, I took basic economics course from Sandra. I did 

not have economics courses even in my high school, so I thought it would be extremely difficult 

to understand even the basics of economics. But it was not so difficult as I thought initially. I 

could catch up the concepts gradually; she helped me (off course the whole class) to comprehend 

the concepts in economics that would be necessary for the forthcoming economic course. The 

basic economic course that Sandra taught me was extremely useful for me. In my first semester’s 

economic course, I did better than I thought.  



In my post grad (2nd semester), she also appeared as our tutor. As I was already benefitted from 

her teaching in economics, I was confident that I would definitely do better in the course 

(Environmental policy and communication). I love her way of engaging students in learning 

activities. Particularly for me, the weekly assignments and tutorial sessions were extremely 

useful and exciting. She really did hard work to coordinate those tutoring exercises. Every week 

she came up with different types of class work, not boring at all and I really enjoyed all her 

classes. One of her quality I appreciate is creativity, presenting the subject matters as simply as 

possible. During the class, she carefully monitored how students were doing, interacted with 

them and facilitated their learning.  

I am not sure about how other students think about her, but for me she has helped a lot to 

enhance my learning outcome. For me, she is simply the best tutor in my class both in IAP 

courses and environmental policy course. 

Student 3 

Sandra Velarde was my tutor in Economics (during IAP) and in Environmental Policy and 

Communications (EMDV 8007).  

Sandra is patient in teaching and she can make difficult things easier to understand. She gives 

many practical examples to clearly explain important concepts and this reflects her broad 

knowledge in the subjects. These have been important to me especially because I am new in the 

field so I am learning a lot of things. Also, she uses different creative approaches (e.g. role 

playing, poster making, panel discussions), which are relevant in the courses, and these 

encourage all students to participate in class. This way, we are all able to learn from each other 

and at the same time enjoy class. She never runs out of interesting ideas and this also shows her 

dedication to teach. Moreover, Sandra is very approachable and easy to talk with. This enables us 

to be open to her when we do not understand certain ideas.   

With all these, I highly recommend Sandra for the “Award for Excellence in Tutoring”. I 

strongly believe that she is one of the best tutors in the Crawford School of Economics and 

Governance.  

 


