
2010 Environmental Communications student 1 

  
Ok, I think you are absolutely the best tutor that I have ever met. You gonna rock the 

award... Following is my short feedback. Hope it could help.  

  

'I think for students who don't have any knowledge and experience regarding environmental 

management all have difficulties to speak out in class discussion. When I joined the 

Environmental Communication course, I was so afraid that I had no idea what to talk about 

with my classmates. However, the way Sandra led us really inspired me a lot. She raised 

examples which are not complicated cases but small things happening in our daily life that 

reflected on environmental phenomenon. So I noticed that I also had some similar 

experience to share. She also encouraged me to wrap up what my group said and present 

the conclusion to the whole class. I couldn't believe I can do at the beginning but made it. I 

could realize my progress on the way. Thanks a lot, Sandra!' 

 

07th November 2011 

 

 

2010 Environmental Communications student 2 

 
During the 2nd semester 2010 I had the opportunity to attend to Sandra Velarde’s tutorials 

in the course ‘Environmental Communications’ at the Crawford School. As a tutor, Sandra 

assisted the students’ the learning process by stimulating group discussions that allowed the 

class to link theory with real world problems and situations. By giving every student the 

opportunity to participate, Sandra not only contributed to the improvement of students’ 

communication skills but also motivated the class to prepare and refine their arguments and 

look deeper into issues they found interesting. Sandra’s tutorial sessions became a space to 

listen to the other’s perceptions on the course topics, to ask questions and to form a critical 

position towards the issued discussed. In addition, her experience in the environmental field 

and natural capacity to organise large groups and moderate debates were key to the 

tutorials’ success. For these reasons, I consider Sandra a strong candidate for the Award for 

Excellence in Tutoring of the College of Asia and the Pacific.  

 

05th November 2011  



2010 Environmental Communications student 3  

My name is Sithin Mey, an EMD student, I would like to give comment on the 

performance of the tutor, Sandra J. Velarde in the course Environmental Communications 

and my extra tutorial in the course Environmental governance.  

To inspire students to learn, she assigned group discussion on topic, subject for each week. 

With same topic, but many group members are involved in the discussion. With the 

discussion, students are assigned to read or prepare ideas to come to the discussion. It is 

what she motivated and inspired students to learn about the topic, especially concepts. Each 

subject for discussion during the week, she was so confident and well prepared as she 

provided more ideas and concepts with the facilitation in the class.  

After the discussion, she also gave feedback and wrapped up ideas arise in the discussion 

for students and it is a crucial step to provide more idea to individual student. In addition, 

the way that she assigned individual student to prepare individual idea for discussion each 

week is also a way to foster independent learning. I strongly appreciate the morality and 

high sense of responsibility of Sandra on her duty as a tutor in the above mentioned 

courses which I attended. She is well prepared and creative in her facilitation and teaching 

process, especially she is helpful and always provide support for students regarding ideas 

generation.  

For more information, please kindly contact me. 

 

Sithin MEY  

Tel: 0421333036 
 

Email: sithin_mey@yahoo.com 

            u4783837@anu.edu.au 

            

04th November 2011 

 


